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﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿Legal Analysis & Impact for Humanitarians



﻿﻿﻿﻿﻿Overview of the law

The new law consists of amendments to the 2001 Penal Code. These amendments were passed by
Mali's military-controlled parliament, the Transitional National Council (TNC), on 31 October 2024,
and subsequently approved by the President, General Assimi Goïta. The law came into effect in Mali on
13 December 2024.



The relevant amendments have been inserted in three places:

1. Updating the section on ‘offences against public dignity’ to explicitly include homosexual acts,
2. Creating a new offence of ‘voluntary transmission of HIV’, and
3. A subsection within the new provision which refers to incest, and makes same sex incest an

aggravating circumstance.
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